
Welcome to Wool 

We are proud of the wool our sheep produce, and we are happy to have the opportunity 

to share it with you! 

Apple Jack Creek Farm is a little place, covering just over six acres of former cattle 

pasture. We believe that small sustainable farms are good for people and for animals, 

and that they are good for our earth. We are excited to have the opportunity to turn this 

little piece of Alberta into a tiny but productive farm. 

We love our sheep and take their care very seriously. Our flock is fed quality hay 

throughout the winter, supplemented with alfalfa pellets if they need a bit of extra 

nutrition. They are turned out to pasture as soon as the grass is ready for them, where they 

do an excellent job of mowing! Our animals receive vaccinations against the common 

sheep ailments, but we do not use any sort of routine antibiotics. Sick animals are given all 

the care they need, but we believe that good animal husbandry promotes health better 

than any medicine could do. 

The sheep’s wool is kept clean through careful feeding practices, and no pour-on 

medications are needed: our free-range chickens help to keep ticks and other pests 

under control. You can feel confident handling our raw fleeces, knowing that no 

chemicals were applied to them. 
Sheep on spring pasture at  

Apple Jack Creek Farm 

Thank you for buying wool from Apple Jack Creek Farm! 

Grass-fed lamb  

We usually have grass-fed lamb available for purchase for local customers. If you 

want to fill your freezer, you can reserve a whole or half lamb in the spring or 

summer: the meat will be cut to your specifications and be available for pick up 

in late summer or fall. During the year we also have various cuts of lamb 

available, including ground, cubed, roasts, and rack of lamb—you can pick up 

meat right at our farm, or we can deliver to you if you are in the area. 

Hand Knitted Products  

We do offer a selection of hand knitted products such as iPod cases, mittens, 

scarves, hats and blankets. If you are interested in a particular item, just let us 

know and we’ll see what we can do! 

Hand Spun Yarns  

A small selection of hand spun yarn is often available … contact us for details! 

Other Apple Jack Creek Farm Products 

Apple Jack Creek Farm 

www.applejackcreek.com 

shopping@applejackcreek.com 

Please donõt hesitate to email us if you have any questions é  

or to show us what youõve made with the wool! 



Welcome to Wool 

Thank you for buying wool from Apple Jack Creek Farm! We are proud of the wool our sheep produce, and we’re happy 

to have the opportunity to share it with you. 

If you are new to fibre work, you’ll be excited to learn about the multitude of fun and useful things you can do with wool. 

Besides spinning wool into yarn, you can also weave or knit with processed rovings or loosely spun singles, make felted 

boots for yourself or your kids, and create needle-felted dolls, pictures and toys! You can even cover a bar of soap with 

felted wool, making a washcloth-and-soap-all-in-one!  Feel free to contact us if you have any questions: we would be 

happy to point you in the direction of some excellent resources to get you started. 

Some fleeces will spin just fine ‘in the grease’, unwashed and straight off the sheep. Others will be easier to work with if you 

wash them first to remove some of the lanolin and dirt that inevitably collects on the fibre. As with most things, there are a 

variety of opinions on how to best accomplish this task: this is just one strategy you can use. Feel free to experiment: the 

only thing you really want to avoid is agitating the wool or sudden temperature changes from hot to cold or vice versa. 

Well, unless you are trying to make felt: if you want wool that you can work with, only clean, then be gentle! 

Ideally, you’ll have a mesh washing bag (like the kind you use for washing delicate items in the washing machine). If you 

don’t have one handy and you just can’t wait to get started, or you’re working with a fibre like Icelandic that really wants 

to felt, you can also use a colander. 

Put a large bucket  in the tub or shower (the big plastic storage totes work very well, so do 

clean garbage cans) and fill it with the hottest water you can get from the tap. Add a 

generous dollop of liquid dish soap (dish soap is good for cutting grease, which is exactly what 

we are trying to do) and swish it around.  Place your first batch of wool into the mesh bag  or 

colander and gently submerge it in the hot water: don’t pack the bag too full, and don’t squish 

or stir the wool  too much, you just want to get it under the surface of the water and then leave 

it be. Let it soak for about half an hour or longer, but not so long that the water cools 

completely. Gently lift out the bag or colander of wool from the water and set it aside to drain, 

then dump the dirty water out of the bucket and refill it with water only a little warmer than 

what you just dumped out (no sudden temperature changes). Put the wool back in to soak 

again, and repeat this process until the rinse water comes out clean. After the last rinse, drain as 

much water as you can from the bag/colander of wool (if you’re working with a fairly sturdy 

wool you can wrap it in a towel and gently squeeze out the excess moisture, but be very 

cautious with wool that wants to felt), then spread the wool out to dry, gently separating the 

locks so air can circulate. A screen or other surface that will let air through is ideal, but a towel 

on the table will work just fine: just turn the wool every so often and change the towel if it gets 

damp. In humid conditions it can take more than a full day for the wool to dry, so be patient!  

Once it’s dry, your wool is ready for use! Have fun, and don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.  

Hand carders, a drop 

spindle, and knitting  

Welcome to the adventure of fibre crafts! 

How to wash wool  
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